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Dear Teacher,

We have compiled over45 lessons foryou to use fordirected practice. Your direction
is a necessary ingredient if the students are to discover enough confidence to use
fluent writing speed. Without your influence there is little chance that pupils will work
at writing speed. Fluency for the lateral joining movement will improve with practice
when you coach pupils to practice controlled letter rhythms.

The lessons are designed for use with inexpensive practice paper as well as being
reproducible. For best results with spacing perceptions, use paper that is 8.5" x 7",
ruled 3/8" - the long way. If your paper is wider, | suggest you use a trimmer to cut
it to 8.5" wide.

Building confidence in the process takes time and practice. We recommend the use
of practice paper because it is less threatening. It is also important for confidence,
to save papers for comparison to the next effort. Pick your best and discard the rest
- next time we'll get better! Children need to see the progress they are making. A
demonstration of personal progress can help to prevent an "l Can't" attitude.

Forward slant should be natural, evolving from left-to-right progression and the use
of physical position which will allow that controlled lateral movement to be made
more rapidly. Fluency can increase dramatically with good coaching. Be sure to
stress good position and pencil holding. Legibility of applied writing will always be
directly affected by the position skills we establish now.

Developmental Targets:

1. Hold the paper in an adult writing position.
This is a critical developmental step toward fluent use of handwriting and the
reason these models are simple and easy to read. As "how-to-build-letters" skill
is established, pupils can begin to "think in words." The increased speed this
confidence affords, coupled with improved paper and pencil position, should
quite naturally produce forward slant.

2. Gross motor patterns are the goal.
The size of the writing is purposeful. We are trying to train arm muscles rather
than finger muscles alone.

3. Understand how cursive works.
Look closely to see the subtle demonstration of "cursive print" in the first 20 or
so models. As letter formation and word spelling are integrated, the control
patterns established by "cursive print” will'provide the pupil with a letter rhythm
pattern that will help to maintain legibility as joined fluency improves.

Have fun as you enjoy the success of your students and thank you for caring about
handwriting skill development.

Sincerely,

Peterson Directed Handwriting
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